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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT g * 

UNDER 37 C.F.R. SS 1.56. 1.97. and 1.98 

Applicants are submitting this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98 to disclose to the Patent Office the patents and/or other 
publications listed on the enclosed, completed PTO-1449 form(s). The filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made or as an admission that the listed references are prior art for this 
application. Applicants respectfully request that the listed references be expressly 
considered during prosecution of the application, and that the references be made of 
record therein and appear among the "references cited" on any patents issuing therefrom. 

CONTENT OF DISCLOSURE 

This Information Disclosure Statement includes 16 pages of PTO-1449 forms, but 

does not include copies of the references listed on the accompanying PTO-1449 form(s), 
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as permitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), because copies already were provided in two 
earlier U.S. applications (Serial No. 09/302,158 and Serial No. 09/629,599, now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,469,31 1), both of which are relied on here for an earlier effective filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE REFERENCES 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed reference not in the English 
language follows: 

European No. 0 977 037 Al - This reference appears to disclose apparatus for 
conveying a plurality of sample holders. 

European No. 0 993 916 A2 - This reference appears to disclose apparatus such as 
a robot arm for conveying a cylindrical object. 

European No. 0 995 555 Al - This reference appears to disclose apparatus such as 
a robot arm for conveying a cylindrical object. 

European No. 1 003 020 Al - This reference appears to disclose apparatus for 
conveying a plurality of cylindrical objects. 

European No. 1 003 039 Al - This reference appears to disclose apparatus for 
conveying a plurality of cylindrical objects. 

TIMING OF DISCLOSURE / FEE INFORMATION 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 

the filing date of a national application or the date of entry of the national stage in an 

international application and after the mailing of a first Office action but, to the best of 

the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. 
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§ 1.113, a"ti8tfliK!§rallowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application. Therefore, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2), 
attached herewith is a check for $180,00 for payment of the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1 7(p). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may 
be required, or to credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1540. A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

Please contact the undersigned with any questions or comments regarding this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KOLISCH HARTWELL, P.C. 




(James R. Abney 

^istration No. 42,253 
istomer No. 23581 
520 S.W. Yamhill Street, Suite 200 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 224-6655 
Facsimile: (503) 295-6679 
Attorney for Assignee 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D,C. 20231, on 
March 10, 2003. 
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Vol. 30, pp. 379-389, 1989. 



Laser Scanning Confocal Microscopy of Living Cells, Lemasters et al., Optical Microscopy: 
Emerging Methods and Applications , pp. 339-345, 1993. 
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12, pp. 193-194, February 1994. 




Sorting Single Molecules: Application to Diagnostics and Evolutionary Biotechnology, Eigen et al., 
PNAS, Vol. 91, pp. 5740-5747, 1994. 
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Detection, Sipior et al., Analytical Biochemistry, Vol. 227, pp. 309-318 (1995). 
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Wallac 1420 VICTOR Multilabel Counter, internet description pages, July 7, 1998. 



Wallac 1420 VICTOR 2 Multilabel Counter, internet description pages, July 7, 1998. 



Wallac 1442 ARTHUR Multi-Wavelength Fluoroimager, internet description page, July 7, 1998. 
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Wallac Labelling Reagents for Time-Resolved Fluorometry, internet description page, July 7, 1998. 




Genesis Assay Workstation brochure, Tecan AG, July 1998. 




Genesis Logistics Workstation brochure, Tecan AG, July 1998. 




Polarion brochure, Tecan AG, August 1998. 
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CytoFluor Fluorescence Multi-Well Plate Reader brochure, PerSeptive Biosystems, 1998. 




Microplate Instrumentation Catalogue 1998, Labsystems, 1998. 




Fixed Polarizer Ellipsometry for Simple and Sensitive Detection of Thin Films Generated by Specific 
Molecular Interactions: Applications in Immunoassays and DNA Sequence Detection, OstrofT et al., 
Clinical Chemistry. Vol. 44. No. 9. pp. 2031-2035. 1998. 
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1109-1 111, November 1999. 
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